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John 15:1–11 (ESV)  
1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  

2Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes 
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, 
that it may bear more fruit.  

3Already you are clean because of the word that I have 
spoken to you.  

4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me.  

5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing.  

6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned.  

7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  

8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples.  

9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 
in my love.  

10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love.  

11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be full.  

 
  

“I am the...vine…” (1,5) 
*Unless the believer is 

connected with Jesus, his 
fruitfulness will be 

unacceptable (4) 
*There may be many 

branches, but if they are 
to bear the right kind of 

fruit, they must be a 
part of the real vine (5) 

*Jesus left no place 
among his followers for 
fruitless disciples (6) 

 
“Every branch…” 

Two aspects 

 (1) Removal of dead 
branches vv. 2,6 

*Dead wood can harbor 
disease and decay. 

*Mt 7:15-20 
 (2) Trimming/pruning of 
live branches vv. 2,5,8 

*An untrimmed branch will 
develop long rambling 
branches that produce 

little fruit. 

*Rom 5:3-5 
*Jam 1:2-4 

 

“you are clean…” 
*Jn 13:10 

*The means by which 
cleaning is done is the 

Word of God.  

*The Word condemns sin; 
it inspires holiness; it 

promotes growth. 

*2Tim 3:14-17  
*Heb 4:11-13 

 
“prove to be my 
disciples” (8) 
*The proof of 

discipleship is  
fruit bearing 

*Mt 7:15-20 
*Lk 6:43-44  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Israel as a “vine” 
*Psalm 80:8-9 
*Isa 5:1-2, 7 
*Jer 2:21 
 
“true” (1) 
Jesus is the true 
Israel of God, the seed 
of Abraham through whom 
all the prophecies were 
to be fulfilled. 

*Gen 12:1-3 
*Gal 3:7-9 
 

“vinedresser” (1) 
*Lit “farmer” 

*Success in raising any 
crop depends largely on 
the skill of the farmer 
or gardener. 

*He tends it, waters 
it, and endeavors to 
protect it and 
cultivate it so that it 
will produce its 
maximum yield. 

*Rom 11:17-24 
 

“it will be done…” (7) 
*refers back to the 
instruction in the 
preceding chapter “If 
you ask me anything in 
my name, I will do it.” 
(John 14:14).  
*He was not promising 
to gratify every chance 
whim. But so long as 
the believer was 
seeking the Lord’s will 
in his life, Jesus 
would grant every 
request that would help 
accomplish this end. 

 

How do we abide in 
Christ? 
*Put Faith in Him! 

*Obey His Word (3,7,10) 

*Stay Connected  
Through Prayer (7) 

 Why should abiding in Christ 
and bearing fruit bring joy? 

 

<- See Jn 14:15, 21, 23-24 
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Teacher’s Notes 
Context 

John 14:1–31 (ESV)  
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had 
known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.”  

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, 
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.  

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in 
my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in 
my name, I will do it.  

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with 
you and will be in you.  

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will 
see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments 
and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it 
that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone 
loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word 
that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.  

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not 
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you 
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would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And 
now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I 
will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 
31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. 
Rise, let us go from here.  
 

Israel as a “vine” 

Psalm 80:8–9 (ESV)  
8 You brought a vine out of Egypt;  

you drove out the nations and planted it.  
9 You cleared the ground for it;  

it took deep root and filled the land.  
 
Isaiah 5:1–2 (ESV)  
1 Let me sing for my beloved  

my love song concerning his vineyard:  
My beloved had a vineyard  

on a very fertile hill.  
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,  

and planted it with choice vines;  
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,  

and hewed out a wine vat in it;  
and he looked for it to yield grapes,  

but it yielded wild grapes.  
 
Isaiah 5:7 (ESV)  
7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts  

is the house of Israel,  
and the men of Judah  

are his pleasant planting;  
and he looked for justice,  

but behold, bloodshed;  
for righteousness,  

but behold, an outcry!  
 
Jeremiah 2:21 (ESV)  
21 Yet I planted you a choice vine,  

wholly of pure seed.  
How then have you turned degenerate  

and become a wild vine?  
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“true” (1) 

Genesis 12:1–3 (ESV)  
1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
 
Galatians 3:7–9 (ESV)  

7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.  
 

“vinedresser” (1) 

Romans 11:17–24 (ESV)  
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were 

grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 do not be 
arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the 
root that supports you. 19 Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be 
grafted in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast 
through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural 
branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity 
toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to you, provided you continue in his 
kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their 
unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut 
from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.  
 

“Every branch…” 

 (1) Removal of dead branches vv. 2,6 

Matthew 7:15–20 (ESV)  
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 

wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs 
from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 
A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that 
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does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them 
by their fruits.  
 

 (2) Trimming/pruning of live branches vv. 2,5,8 

Romans 5:3–5 (ESV)  
3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us 
to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us.  
 
James 1:2–4 (ESV)  

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  
 

“you are clean…” 

John 13:10 (ESV)  
10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is 
completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.”  
 
2 Timothy 3:14–17 (ESV)  
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work.  
 
Hebrews 4:11–13 (ESV)  

11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are 
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  
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“prove to be my disciples” (8) 

Matthew 7:15–20 (ESV)  
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 

wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs 
from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 
A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them 
by their fruits.  
 
Luke 6:43–44 (ESV)  

43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for each 
tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes 
picked from a bramble bush.  
 

“it will be done…” (7) 

John 14:14 (ESV)  
14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.  
 

Keep My Commandments 

John 14:15 (ESV)  
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  

 
John 14:21 (ESV)  
21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”  
 
John 14:23–24 (ESV)  
23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.  
 

 

 


